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Crays Hill Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024 – 2025

	Date this summary was published
	

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	

	Name of the school music lead
	Paige Gray

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Greater Essex Music Hub: Essex Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Curriculum music
	[bookmark: _GoBack]We follow the Charanga Original Scheme, which has been written to follow the scope and breadth of the model music curriculum. Alongside this, we partner with the Greater Essex Music Hub and Essex Music Service to support musical opportunities for our pupils. 
As a school, we aim to provide pupils with a curriculum suited to their educational needs which is varied, rich, inspirational and enjoyable using themes to provide, where possible, real and meaningful contexts for learning. Our children experience a one hour music lesson per week with adjustments made to support all abilities and those whose attendance is irregular. These adjustments can include working with a 1:1 LSA, allowing extra time for areas of learning that are missed due to absence and careful consideration of how each of our children can access the lesson. 
During the lessons, we ensure that children have the opportunity to learn to sing and play an instrument. Our children enjoy improvising and composing their work to perform at the end of a unit. In Year 5/6, the children are given tuition to learn an instrument and go to events to perform their skills. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Co-curricular music
	Crays Hill Primary serves a large community of families from the Travelling community. Due to this, our school runs a little differently and this impacts our potential for outside of lesson tuition or experiences. As such, before or after school clubs are not possible. Instead, the teachers offer one lunch time a week to run a club and encourage outside pursuits. A singing club or choir have both been trialled this year but were not a good fit. It is an aim to continue to encourage our learners to join a vocal ensemble but the intention for the 2024/25 academic year is to trial a different musical experience such as YuStudio on Charanga (insert link here). 
We are fortunate to have worked with the Inclusion and Diversity Manager for the Essex Music Hub to teach our upper KS2 children instrumental lessons. This is to continue and has had a wonderful impact on the musical knowledge and skills of our children. It has also allowed our children to experience playing within a larger community ensemble and we are keen for this to continue in the new academic year. 


Musical experiences
	This academic year our children were given the opportunity to watch a Pantomime as a whole school. This was a very positive event and has been booked for the following academic year. We are excited for this to continue and for it to be an annual thing. The costs for this is subsidised/free/paid by parents? And the children are encouraged to be an active audience at the appropriate times. 
On a smaller scale, our children experience a weekly singing assembly which is run by the music lead and another experienced teacher. Our primary focus is to sing songs with a theme and a Christian focus and we are hoping to expand our children’s cultural capital next year by adding in nursery rhymes as warm ups and thinking about including school appropriate songs for children to listen to as they enter assemblies and lunch times. 
We have an excellent partnership with the Essex Music Hub and have taken our upper KS2 children to musical performances outside of school to play as part of large ensembles. We are hoping to expand some experiences to our lower age groups and to join some local community events for the following academic year. 


In the future
	Our goal for this academic year was to ensure that one hour lessons were taught regularly following the Charanga scheme and this was very quickly met. For the following year and beyond, we will need to ensure that this continues and that new staff members are trained to use Charanga and are confident in their abilities to teach music weekly. 
We currently use the Play It! Scheme via the Essex Music Hub and are planning for this to continue for the next academic year and hopefully beyond. This allows for our upper KS2 children to practise playing in an ensemble. Attempts have been made to begin a choir or singing club however this has not worked out this academic year. This will continue to be trialled next year and the hope is that we will have a group that can travel to various local events to perform. 
At present, we have a whole school Nativity performance in December which our parents and other community members are welcome to attend. Our classes also hold assemblies where they perform to the rest of the school and to their parents. These include sharing learning from that term and performing their music they have learned and composed via Charanga. 


Further information
	Essex Music Service have produced a Parent’s Guide to Music Provision which gives parents valuable information about supporting their child’s music education.
Other documents that are useful are the Essex Music Service Schools Brochure 2024-25 and the Greater Essex Music Hub Local Plan for Music Education – Information for schools will be coming in September 2024.
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