Year 4 curriculum overview Geography 
	Year 4
	Autumn 
	Spring
	Summer

	National Curriculum 
	Locational knowledge
 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have changed over time
 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night)
Place knowledge
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, 
and a region within North or South America
Human and physical geography
 describe and understand key aspects of:
 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water
Geographical skills and fieldwork
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied
 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world
 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies.

	Previous knowledge (Y3)
	Human and physical geography :  Mountains, Volcanos and earth quakes

1. I can examine the structure of the earth, what the earth is made of and explore where volcanoes and earthquakes occur and why
2. I can articulate what mountain ranges are and explain and describe what fold mountains and ocean trenches are and how they form.
3. I can understand what volcanoes are, describe how volcanoes vary and explain what stratovolcanoes are
4. I can investigate a volcanic eruption) case study: Fuego Volcano, Guatemala 2018), describe its effects and responses and explore why some people choose to live near a volcano
5. I can describe how tectonic plates move and explain what an earthquake is and how an earthquake occurs
6. I can describe the measures that cities across the world have taken to protect people and buildings from earthquakes
	Locational knowledge: Europe

1. I can identify Europe on a world map and locate the UK 
2. I can name and locate on a map important European country.
3. I can identify Europe's major cities
4. I can identify the environmental regions of Europe and list the countries in each region.
5. I can explore the human and physical features of two contrasting European regions
6. Identify where Europe's natural resources are located

	Human and physical geography: Water weather and climate

1. I can describe the different places on Earth where water is found and describe the water cycle.
2. I know the difference between weather and climate.
3. I know how rain is formed and know the role that mountains play in causing rain
4. I can explain why we have seasons.
5. I can describe what climate change is.
6. I can explain how climate change is affecting the Earth.
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	Topic
	Rivers 
	Building Locational knowledge: United Kingdom 

	Human and physical geography:  Climate zones 

	Key concepts- Super 6!
	1. I can describe what a river is and identify a famous example
2. I know how rivers shape the land (erosion, transportation and deposition) 
3. I know what a land form is and what v-shaped valleys interlocking spurs are
4. I know what a menader and an ox bow lake are and how they are formed
5. I can identify why rivers are important to people and give two examples of rivers and their impact on locals.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]I can describe what happens when a river floods and why it happens 
	1. I can name and locate countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. 
2. I can locate Scotland on a map, identify key cities, physical characteristics and describe land use in Scotland
3. I can locate Wales on a map, identify key cities, physical characteristics and describe land use in Wales
4. I can locate England on a map, identify key cities, physical characteristics and describe land use in England
5. I can locate Northern Ireland on a map, identify key cities, physical characteristics and describe land use in Northern Ireland
6. I can compare similarities and differences in physical characteristics between countries in un UK
	1. I can look at a world map of climate zones and discuss what I see and ask geographical questions?
2. I can locate different climate zones on a world map (tropical, dry, temperate, continental, and polar zones.)
3. I can describe the weather patterns of the 5 climate zones 
4. I know what lines of latitude are and how they relate to climate
5. I can draw and label lines of latitude and climate zones on a diagram of the world 
6. I can identify different countries and using my knowledge of the lines of latitude identify what their climate zone is.
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